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; _ 3*: THE PRESIORYY: fellow Americans, T want R0 opeatk te
: YOoU this even about ay M duty as President -- tO pregecve

o ST pesee sod def these United States.

i

e Sut before I 4o, let o take a moment to epedk about the
siguation in the FPhilippines. We've just seen a sticcing
degonatration of wvhat men and wosen committed to desocratic i{deas can
Cremee - 8Chieve., The remacthable people of those 7,000 islande joined
. w77 o, together with faith in the same priaciples on which Americs wae

r 7 foymded -- that men and wosen have the right to freely chooss their
---i-— own destimy. Despite a flawed electiom, the Pilipino ie were
LINAITI T understood. They carried thelr sessage peacefully, and they were -
. L.l hessd across their country and acroes the world.
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. We salute the remarkable restraint shown by JOth 8ides o

pravent bloodshed during thess laet tense days. Our heasts and hands

ate with President Aquino and her aew governsent as they set oNt to

. eenna e B9OS the challenges shead. Today the Filipino people celedrats the
triumph of democracy snd the world celedrates with thea.

. One cannot sit ia this office reviewing iatelligenge on
"I the military threet we fece. saking decisions froa arme control to

© LAbys to the Philippines, without having that concera for America’s
_ security weigh comstastly om your aisd.

We know that peace is the condition under which smapkind
.- .. wae seant to tlourish. Yet, peacs dose mot exist of {ts Own wil}.
~ It depends on us - OB OuUT courage to build 1t and guard it angd pase
it on to future gensrstions. Geocrge Mmshington‘s worde may sepa hard
and cold today, but history has provea hia right again and asgejm

s - . ~ ~ . *79 be prepared for wur,® he caiéd, “lo one of the nset olfestive

| s 294ps of presecrving pesce.” Well, to these Who think StTONgth
5 - : peeyokes coafliet, Will Rogecrs hed Nis oun. sasvwer. Ne satd of the
Lot ‘ woc)d heavyweight 'ctgnplo- of his Gays  “I've asver seen snyonp

T inguit Jack

The past five years have shown that American etrength is i

L - onoe agasin a sheltesing aras for fresdoe in a dangerows world. - -

. Strength is the most persuasive arguasnt we have tO CORVIRCE OPC
adversaries to negotiate seriocusly aad to cease bullyiag other

v aatjoas.

But tonight the security program that you and § launched
to testore America‘’s strength is ia jeopardy -- threatened dy ghose
vha would quit defore the job is dome. Any slackeaing now would
b - - invite the very damgecs Americs must avoid -- and could fatell
. mln our -oz:utlo’ positioa. Owr adversariee, the Soviets --
__'- we trom pais ezperiencs -~ respect oaly mations that
LR et n:zotuto fros & poeition of astrength. Americaa power 18 the

’ ind{spensable element of a pesceful world — ¢t §s Amecica‘’s lpet,
a best hope of megotiating seal reducticas ia nuclear ares. Juet as we
‘. are sitting down at the bargaining table with the Soviet Unien, let's
not throw Aserica’s trump card away. :
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N & We 000d ¢o resesber vhere Anerics was {ive yea:o 990, W

NI T agaf tp teesll the atmosphere of that time - the aaziety tNay eveats *
L":& % ware opt of csatrel, that the West was in decline, nn"!n ogenies
- w0 -OR - the asteb.
TEem T o It vas mot just the Izaniam Dostage crisle o¢ the Seviet
: ST lavasion of Afghaaistan, but the feacr -- felt by many of out feiends
Aot o e TUTE ew SRAS ABSEiGS .00uld not, or would mOt, keep her cossitmests. .. - ... . .. -
; » . - Pakistan, the coumtry most threatened dy the Alfghan iamvasion,
 cmem— —-glflculed the Licot Offes of Amscican 8id as “peanuts.® Othes
T nations wece sayisg that it was dangerous -- deadly dangetous - to
b0 » fciend of the United States.

it
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It was mot just years of &eclining defense spendigg, dut
a grisis in reczuitaent and cetention and the outright cancellstion
of programs vital to our secwcrity. The Pentagom dorror storige ot *
. the time wete adout ships that coulda‘’t sail, planes that couldn’t
- tly for lack of space parts, and acwy divisions uaprepared to fight.

P

e And it wvas not just » one-sided acms agreement thyt sade
1t easy for one side to cheat, but & treaty that actually pecrsitted
ingreases in nuclear arsenals. Even 3upporters of SALT LI wejge
deporalized saying, well, the Soviets just won't agree to anyghing
detter. And when President Cacrtes had to abandon the treaty hecause
3enate leaders of his own party woulda‘'t support it, the United

- Staptes was left without a national strategy for control of nuglear

weppons.

TRt

We knev immediate changes had to be made. 30 MWrg's hat
ve 44d: Ve set out to shov that the loag string of jovermnsenis
falling under Communist dosination was 9oing to end; and wve'trq doing
i,

In the 1970°s, one strategic country after anothes fell

Jadsr the Jomination of the Soviet IUniom. The fall of Laos, Cymdol:ia,
and 3outh Vietnam gave the Soviet Uniom a strategic josition ¢a tho
South China Sea. The invasion of Afghanistan cut nearly in Wit
Soviet flying time to the 2ersian Sulf. Communlst takeovers (n So.td
Yesen and Ethiopia put the Soviets astride the Red 3ea, entiyysy to
she Suaz Canal. Pro-Soviet cejizes im ozambique and men
stgangthened the Soviet osition ia soutbera Afcica. Cinglly,

-~ » Geensda and Sicaregua gave Noscow two dev Deachheads c¢i3ht on the
Joprstep of the Inited States.’ .

e In these last S years, not one square imch of tergitocy
has Seen lost, end Crenala has been set fcree.

' Whea we arcrived in 1981, guerrillas ia £1 Salvalogp Had
lagnchad what they called theiz “final offensive® te sake thag nation
. the seconé communist state on the aainland of Lorth Assrica. an,

" 2eople said the situation was hopeless; they refused to help. e

: didn’t agree; we 418 help. Today those tnuuln ase la retgeas.
21 Salvados is 8 Semocracy and (ceeloa tightegs ace challongipy
copmunist reginmes ia Nicaragua, Afghanistan, Angola, Comdodia, and
Zthiopia.
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ceu. We 90t out te show that the Wosteza allionce eould seet

- 488 secuzity aeeds, despite Seviet iatinideties. And we'ce doing {4,

sald that o Loy to cownter the Seviet 58-20 sieeiles
09iit WATO because Bucope mo longer Selleved (a defending iteele.
Well, that vas asmsense. Today, Persh end ccuise aiseile
deploynents sse on echedule, 3nd ouc allies suppott the deeisien.

e s ek o tuvecnd the o ine i Sorhls 1 out Aviia

) Nteo. And ve're Goimg 1t. Pride la our Atmed Porces WS bdeon

teagtored. Nore qualified men and womea waat to Jola -~ and remstin in
==~ the militacy. Im 1990, adout halt of ous Azmay‘’s cectuits were
::* school gredustes; last year, 91 peccest had high schoel

Plomas. .

Ouc Asmed Porces may de smaller ia sise than ia the
1950°s, but they’se some of the Cimest {ou.g people this countey has

ever produced. And se long 88 1's President, they 1l get the quality

equipasat they seed to caccy out their alssion.

We set out to macrov the qroving gape ia our strategic
doterrent. And we’se beglnning to do that. Out sodecniszation
plogras -- the NX, the Trident submarise, the B-1 and Stealth doabers
=~ sepsesents the first significent iapcovement in Amecica‘'s
steategic detecrent ia 20 years.

. Those vho speak 80 often adout the so-called 0588 tace
ignere 3 central facts In the decede defose 1981, the Soviets were
the only ones racing.

During my 1900 campaign, I called federal waste and fraud
3 national acandal. MWe Xnev we could maver rebuild Amsgica’s
strength without first controlllag the exploding cost of delenes
programss. And we're doing it.

' Whem we took office ia 1981, costs had been escalating at
R annual rate of 14 percent. Then we began our ceforas. Aad in the
laat tvo years, cost incresses have fallea to less than one percent.

¥e've made huge saviags. BZach P-18 fighter costs mescly
34 aillion less todsy than ia 1981. One of our alr-to-alc aissiles
costs bagely half as such. ,

Cetting control of the defense dureaucracy is no sasll
!

Zach yess the Defense Department signs buadreds of
thousaads of cdatracte. 3o, yes, a hecror stocy will sometines tura
up despite our best efforte. That's vby ve appoiated the isst -
!nt‘oeut Genesal In the history of the Defense Depactaent -~ and
virteally avery case of fcraud of abuse has beea uncovered bWy eus
Defppse Departaent, owr Inspectoc GCemecal. Secretary Weliaderger
shoyld dbe praised, mot pilloried, Cor cleaning the sheletoas out of
the closet. As for those few who have cheated tazpayscs, ot have
svindled our Armed Forces with faulty equipment, tln{ ace thieves
stepling fzom the arsenal of desocrecy -- aad they will de prosecuted
to gthe fullest ezteat of the lav. .

task.,

_ Pinally, we've set out to reduce the dangetr of nuclear
var, Nere, too, we’se achieviag what some said coulda't %8 done.,
We've put forth » pias for deep reductlioas in auclear systess) we'ce
pushing forward ous bighly promisiag Strategic Defense Initiativg =-
& secusity shleld that aay one day protect us and our ailfes ({{ "1
auclear attack, vhether lsunched by delifderate calcylation, freak
accident, or the is0lsted impulse of a madmaa. Isn’t it bettes o
use our :2lents 388 tecdaology to build systems that dostsoy
sissiles, not people? .

o
t
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Our B0essge has gotten through. The Soviete used to

contend that ceal ceductions ia auclear slseiles were out of the *
jcutloa. Now, they say they eccept the idea. Wall, we onall see.

WAt this week, 08 negot lators preseated & nev glan fee the

eliaination of intesmsdiste-renge muclear sissiles, and we'te

ptessing the Soviets fos cuts in other offeasive focces a0 well. One

tning is cercalns If the Soviets truly wamt fair and vecitisnle
- aqgtgementy that reduce puciqar forges, we will have those eqrescasats. . . .

:. " our dafensd programs five years 890 were issense, and .-
) drastic action was required. Evea sy predecessor ia tale office

i cecognized that and projected sisesole incseases in defense spending
e and §'a proud of what we've done.

Now the biggest tacreases in defense spending are dehind
ug. And that's why, last suaser. § egreed with Congress to (ceese .
defense funding for one year, and aftec that to cesuse & 80808t
three-peccent aanual growth. PFrankly, I hesitated to reach Cthis
agreeaent on a freese because we still have far too such to do. But
§ thought tnat Congressional suppoft £0C steady (ncteases over
several ysars was & step forward.

T s e e a ERARLLXT  T T

" el dut thie didn‘t happen. Instead of a freesge, there was 2

PR shatp cut -- & cut of over five percent. And soBe &re nOwW saying
that ws aaed IO chop another 20, 30, o even §$50 utlilton out of
aational detense.

T This §s reckless. dangerous, and wrong. (t°'s oscksliding
o ' of the aost irresponsivie kind, anl you need to know s00NL te. You,
aftec all, paid the oill for all we've accomglished tnese past tive
Jo8cs. dut we still have a way to qO. Millions of Amecicans

actually belleve that we ace now superior to the Soviet Union {n

si)itagy powec. dell, 1°'a soccy., out 1€ our country‘'s going to have '
a yseful decats OB netional security, we have to get veyond the .-
druspeat of propaganda and get the facts om the tavje. i,

Over the next few sonths, you'll De heating this decate.
1°d lixe you to keep in aind the two simple reasons not to cut
defense nOw. One, it°s not chesap. Two, it's not safe. (¢ we lliscten
to ghose who would acandon our defense progras, we will not only

acdize neqotiations with the Soviet Union -- we msy put geace
tronlf at cisk. '

I said it wouldn’t be cheap to cut. iow can cutting not H
op ¢neap? dell, siaple. e tried thet in the seventies and the
tesilt was waste, enormous waste -- hundsreds of ailitons of Jdollarse
lost oecause the cost of each plane and tank and ship went up, often, s
’ esy 'lup. The old shogpecrs’® adage proved trus - they 4re cnespet oy

tne dogen.

Arbitsary cuts only oting phony savings, out tnece’s &
20f8 laportant fesson not to abanion our defense progres. fe'e not
safe. '

Alsost 23 years ag0. wheam John Keanedy occupied tnis
nttice during the Cuban aissile criste, he coamanded the qroatest
silicacy power on earth. Today., we Americans sust live wish &
dangerous new reslity. Year-in and year-out, at the eapenss of ics
2. people, the Soviet leadership has Deen making a telentless effoce
t> gain silitary supeciocity over the United States.

- mo -
o son iR o - OO

Betweea 1970 and 1963 alome, the Soviets (nvested $30V
oillion more than the United Stetes {n defense -- and wuild nescly
three timas as sany strategic sissiles.

‘4 'w_!:’u._. o At B ot oy .
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i i ) of even deeper cuts. Barely siz percemnt of our naction's grosse
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: A » consequence of theic enoreous weapens investasat. ®ajer silitary
. ] ishslasces otill esfet Detwesn owr twe countzies. .

t Toflay., the Soviet Union hae deployed over one-end-o~hall
8 tipee 8o ..1 combet alrcralt a8 the United Statee, ovel
‘ , two-and-a-half tises ae sany swbmarines, ever tive times a0 Sony
’ tapks and over elevea tises s many artillecy pleces.

B . Sew o st n e Ty e ‘..._.-,_ ":',"- . '*M“. W"&Cl“‘ ,“ ‘“! .‘h‘“ ,““.. N' '." “".-' A L
: to regaia our maggims of salety, more must be-done, Where the .
Soviets once relied en numbere alome, they mow strive tor doth
quaatity and quality. We aaticlpate that over the nest tive yesrs.
!h.{ will deploy On the ordes Of 40 suclear submatimes, $00 aew
e vellisgic niseiles and 18,000 modern tanks. Wy five-yee® defeonse
f busget saintaine ous cosnitseat to America’s reduilding seB. And
oo 'a grateful that Seeretary welaberger is here to fight that .
progras with all the deternination and ability he hae shown {a the

”.‘o v
o Sut sy budget 4ces not call for matching these Soviet

increases. S0 one ’uootlou sust be ssked: Caa we really afford to
40 less thaa what 3°ve proposed?

— asee

Today, we spend a third less of our groes national
product on defense than under John Kennedy, yet soms in Congress talk

o -

national product == that‘'s all we lavest to keep Amexica fgee, socure
and at peace. The Soviets invest sotfe than twice as such., But now
stzip away sending on salaries, housing, dependents and the like and
compare. The United States invests om actsmal weapons and research
only 2.6 percent of our gross natiomal product, while the Soviet
Union invests 11 percent on weapoms, mose thaan four timees a8 such.
This is the hard, cold reality of our defense deficit.

—
b

ceee @

But 1t°s not just the immense Soviet arsenal that puts us i
on our guard. The record of Soviet behavior, the long history of !
Soviet brutality towasd those who are weaker teminds ue that the only

o+ e ot— -
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quarantee of peace and freedos is our silitary strength and our
natjonal will. The peoples of Afghanistaa and Poland, of
Czechoslovakia and Cubs and so semy other captive countries, they
yndesstand this.

= N

Sose aggue that our dialogue with the Soviets seans we
cas treat defense more casually. Nothing could de farther froa the
treth. It was our seriocusaess about defense that created the olimate
_in which serious talke could fioally begia.

Sow that the Soviets are dack at the tadle, we mwet not
cut our negotiators. Uanfortumately, that’s exactly what eose
rs of Congress have dome. By daaalng any VU.S8. tests of

anti-satellite system, Congress aoct only protected & soviet sonopoly,
ie mluunux gtanted the Soviets a concession they could aot win
at the bargaining table.

80 our defense program must rest on these peinciples.
Pizst, we must be emact about what we build. We don’t have to copy
everythiang the Soviete 4o. Ve 4on’t have to compete om Soviet terms, - - .
Our job is to provide for our security by ssing the etrengthe of our
free society. If we think smart encugh, we don't have to thiak quite
50 big. We don‘'t have to 40 the job with large mumbers and brute
fozce, :

- ‘*wv-c~'-;.“
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A (| Ne 800°t have to incresse the sise of et ferees frea twe

' , siliion to theic five millicn -~ ss leng 80 cur ailitesy een ond

i vonen have the Quality tools they meed to the pesse. We don’t :
havg to have 20 Basy taaks as the Seviets as o8 wo have *

’ A saphisticated anti-tank weapoms.

[ [+ 2 '

' ?

) lanovatien is ous advastage. Owe @ e == sdvences in .
sakihg alcplanes aad cruise sissiles slmoet iavisible te Soviets tadar
v iy e, e, . -CQYM neutralize the vast sic.defesse systems wpoa which the Seviets . ..

e

== and some of thilc moet dangérows cileat stites ~- Sepend.

: But ianovation is a0t eaocuph. We have (o Collow through.
. Blueprints aloms domn’t Geter agycession. We have to tsanslete ews

i) l1ead {n the 18D to & lead in the field. But whea our dudget 18 out,
o~ vy Qan't do eithes.

- oo
. o S -~ + C O

) Second, oer security assistance provides a8 such security
RS for the 4ollar as ous own defense budget. Our friemds con pecfora
sany tasks soce chesply than ve cea. And that'’s why § cen’
understand propossls ia Congress to shacply slash this vital teel.
Nilitacy sssistance to friends in strategic regions strengtdens those
who share our values and interests. Aand when they are strong, we're
strengthened. It is ia our intecest to help them meet thrests that
could ultisately bring batm to us as well.

Third, vhere defense reform is needed, we will pursue {t.
The Packard Comeission we crested will be reporting in two days.

We bope they will have ideas for mew approsches that give
ue gven better ways to buy our weapons. We're eager for good ideas,
for new ideas -~ America’s special geatus. Wherever the Commission’s
racounendations poist the way to greater ezecutive eflfectiveness, !
vil) inplesent them, eves If they rum counter to the will of the
entgenched buteauccscies and special latesests. I will alse urge

zess to heed the Commission's report sad to remove those
obo:acxu to good manmagement that Congress itself has created over
the yeacs.

The fourth element of our strategy focr the futuce (s to
toduce Asecica'’s dependence on nuclesr wveapoms.

You've beard es talk about our Strategic Defense
Inigiative, the program that could one day free us all from the
pcinon of muclear tecsor. It would be pure folly for the United
States not to press forvard vith SDI vhea the Soviets bave slresdy
tnygeted up to tweaty years on thelzr owa program. Let e WOR toc:ot
that the only opecational missile defense ia the wocld teday quacds
the capital of the Soviet Uaion -- aot the Saited States.

But while 801 offers hope for the future, ve have to
conpider °s world. Por too lomg, we and our allies have
pegeitted nucless weapons to be a crutch, & way of sot having to face
up 0 resl defenss needs. We must free oursslves from that crutch.
Ous goal should be to deter, and 1if aecessacy, to repel aay —=:
aggsession vithout 8 gesort to nucless arms.

. Bere, sgala, technology cam provide us with the means not
only to tespond to full-scale aggressionm, but to strike bdack at
tegrorists, vithout barsing {anoceat civilisas.

Today’s technology sakes it possidble to destcoy & taak
coluan up to 120 miles away vithout using atomic weapons. This
technology may be the ficst cost-effective coaveatiosal defense {(a
post-war Bistory sgsiast the glaat Bed Azay. Whea we fail to equip
ouf troops vith these moderaized systems, we oaly lacrease the clask
that we may oa¢ day dave to cesoct tO BUClEdX veapoas.

———————
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. i ) T™hese are the practicel decisiens we mahe vhen ¥ oond o
: . defense budget te Congsess. Sach genscetien hae to Live with the
challenges histery delivecre. And we aa't cope with theee ehallenges

by evasion.

: If we owstain our efforts now, we have the Sest chance {a
N decades of Duilding 8 eecute peace. That's why I set with General
Seavetary Gotbechev fest year, and that‘s why we've talking 8o the

T -etvemgth

We want to sske this & more peaceful world. Ve weat to
tedyce scne. We wamt agrecmsats that truly diatnish the auslear
da . We domn°t just went signing ceremcmies and c0lor photographe
of lesders toasting ssch other with cheapegne. We waat SOFe. e
want real agrecasats -- agressents that really work -- with a0 .
cheating. Ve west as end to state policies of fatinidation, threate,
and the constaant quest for domimation. We weat real pesce.

I will mever ask for what isa‘t seeded; I will neves
fight for what isa’t mecessary. But I meed your help.

We've come 90 far together these last 3 yeers -- let‘s
not falter now. Let’s saiatain that crucial level of national
strength, unity, asd purpose that has bx t the Soviet Union to the
negotiating table, and has glven us this histoxic oppottunity te
schieve real reductions in nuclear weapons and & real chanee &t

. lasting peace. ThSt would be the finest legacy we could leave behind
e fOor Our childzres end for their children.

-2 ; Thank you. God dDless you and good night.
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